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Winter Doldrums Party 
�����������
at Orlandos on Route 31, Ringoes NJ
Invitations being mailed to all members.
RSVP 609 466-4210 by March 7th

AVTA Board Meetings 
Members welcome at meetings
Meetings are held every second Thursday on alternate 
months. Meetings start at 7 pm  
Current meeting schedule:  
April 10th;  June 12th;  Sept 11th;  Oct 9th;  Dec 11th
Call Trish Buckwalter for location 908-782-7238

April 5th  
East Amwell Green Fest 
East Amwell School auditorium  
9 am to 1 pm. 
We need volunteers for this and it is a good way to
satisfy the membership work requirement!
Contact: Gael Gardner at gael@thegardners.org

April 12th  
Road Side Cleanup for East Amwell
Contact Blaine Hummel at
Blaine.Hummel@gmail.com

Trail Work 
March 8th, March 29th, April 6th, April 13th
The March 8th date meet at Trish Buckwalters  
10 am 125 Black Brook Rd. 
908-782-7238
The other times and place to meet will be announced 
later as soon as we know what trails need the most  
attention.
We need volunteers for this and it is a good way to
satisfy the membership work requirement!

Annual Bird Count
May 10th
Contact Blain Hummel fat (609) 466-2907 or more info we 
will also post info on the web site (we have a team the 
Amwell Trail Feathers and have done very well in the 
past years)

TRAIL UPDATE
Please use common sense when riding in this weather. At this time the trails are either frozen or have spots that 
are very muddy. Riding on icy trails is unsafe for your horse who could slip and fall harming themselves or you 
as a rider.  Stay away from the muddy areas! Riding in the mud causes damage to the trails and the land owners 
property. Please have consideration for the land you ride on. 
 
Thank you Joan Sank!
We all owe a great deal of thanks to Joan Sank, our land owner ambassador. After several meetings with Howard 
Fleischer, who’s property runs between Serendipity Farms off Manner’s Road and Carter’s fields on Wertsville 
Road, they have come to an agreeable trail route solution to reunite the Valley again. 

This trail will not be opened until after the wet season in the spring is over, so do not try to cut through his  
property or it could jeopardize trail riding for everyone. Please respect the landowner’s wishes as he continues to 
redo his property landscaping following the hurricane damage.

The Charles Foster Weeden III Memorial Scholarship Fund 
For any eligible students, The Charles Foster Weeden III Memorial Scholarship Fund deadline is March 1, 2014. 
See our web page for all the details   http://www.avta.net/Scholarship_Program.html

Point of Interest
Would the members like to have a series of seminars with speakers on subjects of interest i.e. new laws on  
environment, invasive plants, horse care anything? E-mail Trish tbuckwalter@embarqmail.com 

2014 MEMBERSHIP 
It is that time of year again! Renewal forms have been mailed. For those members who have not sent in their 
renewal please update and sign yours and send it back with your dues.

SAVE THE DATE!
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Should I test my horse for  
Lyme Disease?
Contributed by Philip Jacoby
In my opinion, horses should be tested for Lyme 
disease at the same time they get their spring or fall 
shots.

Those of us who own their own horses know that 
keeping them healthy is a challenge and an expense. 
Daily feeding, monthly worming, periodic shoeing and 
semiannual shots are all part of the costs we expect. 
But we all fear a medical bill that will tax our budgets. 

Even though we live in an area with a very high inci-
dence of human Lyme disease infections, I had never 
given any thought to having my horses tested until 
one of them started showing symptoms. At that point I 
had them all tested. A “snap” test showed the symp-
tomatic horse to be positive but everyone else was 
negative. We started him on oral doxycyline while a 
follow-up test to get his levels took another week to 
come back. That test showed that he needed daily 
IV antibiotics to address the condition. Compared to 
treating with the oral doxycline the cost was more than 
10 times greater. Fortunately I was able to afford the 
treatment and although he tolerated the treatment he 
died shortly after due to conditions related to his age, 
Cushing’s disease and multiple other issues compro-
mising his health.

A month later my other horse started showing behavior 
that was unusual for him. I called my veterinarian and 
although there were no physical indications of Lyme 
disease and he had tested negative just 2 months 
earlier, I insisted that he be retested. The “snap” test 
came back positive. Because he had tested negative 
just 2 month earlier we knew it was a new infection. 
The subsequent more in-depth blood test showed that 
his levels were low and oral medication would be  
sufficient. 

There is no guarantee that testing every 6 months will 
prevent the need for IV treatment for Lyme disease but 
having a baseline point in time when I knew my horse 
did not have the disease certainly helped me. So you 
do the math.

P.S. – Be aware that doxycline tastes awful and you 
may choose to mix the medication in some apple 
sauce and deliver it like a paste wormer. I mix it with as 
much apple sauce as will fit in the syringe to prevent 
esophageal irritation. Oral doxycyline may cause 
gastric issues for some horses. Be sure to be vigilant 
if your horse goes off his feed and address that with 
your vet.

TID BITS

 If you saw any of these 
wreaths in the Valley dur-
ing this holiday season, they 
were likely hand made by 
Stephanie Jeremiah from 
Centre Ridge Farms.  Steph 
has handcrafted many a holi-
day item for us at CRF, like 
individual stockings for our 
horses, and Christmas tree ornaments with our horses 
pictures, not to mention the most delicious cookies! 
This year, the wreaths were so popular; she “sold” 
them to friends with all the money, over $225.00 being 
donated to NJ Mylestone Equine Rescue.  
Thanks Steph ! Submitted by Tory Januik

Look at our star!!!  
Tonka is at Sonbob and is in the Summer 2013 Smart-
Pak Supplement & Horse Care Guide.  http://blog.
smartpakequine.com/2013/08/meet-alaina-and-tonka/

 
Success Profile: Toady’s 
Tonka Toy “Tonka”
Breed: Andalusian/Clydesdale 
cross
Age: 7
Discipline: Dressage
Owner: Alaina Plytynski

Update on Prudence
From Kim, her present owner:
Been about a year for Mule Cakes and I. She’s quite 
the celebrity!!
We have people knock on the front door looking for 
Prudence at least once a week! 
She has really settled in and made friends with some 
horses.
She still prefers me over any farrier or vet (I’m learning 
many new skills). 
And she loves her job of watching over all the farm crit-
ters...especially me! 
Love her and am thankful for her.
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Once upon a time…
Submitted by Di Huns

My very good and wise horse friend from England sent me a photo of 
a little Belgian Warmblood mare, aged four, jumping four feet with her 
knees tucked around her ears and a big smile on her face. She had been 
rejected by the prestigious Whittaker show-jumping family as being too 
small at 15:3 hh. Another good friend here in New Jersey bought the 
mare on the strength of a photo and a vet’s report, and imported her. 
The mare’s name was Femme - named not, as you may think, because 
she was a “woman”, (en Francais), but because she had been trapped 
in England during the Foot & Mouth outbreak of 2000. She eventually ar-
rived in NJ and I had the privilege of riding her often at that time.

Fast forward ten years …..…. My dear old Redfellow had ended his days 
peacefully in his field, and Femme came full circle back to me, after a 
stellar career in eventing, show-jumping and dressage. She was truly tal-
ented, and gorgeous to boot: possibly one of the most glamorous horses 
ever to hit the trails!  We became the Toy Box Farm go-to trail babysit-
ters, taking care of new or timid riders, young horses, indeed anyone 
who needed a steadying influence. She went anywhere, through-, over-, 
under-, in front, behind, and even taking care of 6 young riders in a clinic who needed 
a group gallop! Her most daring feat was to see off a goose and gander with a nest full 
of eggs; those of you who have faced this will know how scary THAT was!  She was 
also a princess, diva and rock star!   
She knew she was special! 

On a never-to-be-forgotten day last August we were out with a good trail buddy enjoy-
ing a canter when she was stung by a random vicious insect and, quite uncharacter-
istically, (after my unscheduled dismount,) took off bucking like a rodeo horse. She fell 
on the way home - we will never know where - and three days later was diagnosed 
with a broken pelvis. Had she been anywhere but in the care of Carol Blackman at Toy 
Box Farm and Dr Stephanie Shen from Bucks County Equine, she would have been 
euthanized immediately, but everything at that time pointed to a full recovery after sev-
eral months stall rest. For nine weeks she was tethered in her stall and all pointers were 
good, but over the course of a few days a suspected founder/abscess led to a pain colic and dramatic deteriora-
tion in her condition, which resulted in a traumatic ride to Mid-Atlantic and to the diagnosis by wonderful Dr. Patty 
Doyle of even more severe breaks in two more places in the pelvis. We had no choice but to euthanize her on the 
morning of the AVTA Pace ride. I take this opportunity formally to thank everyone, from Gael who hosted the event, 
to all the stellar volunteers who knew their jobs, and most especially to Kris Santana who stepped in and made the 
day such a success in my absence.

Femme’s was a hard stall to fill. I am, however, happy to announce the arrival on December 3 of Licorice, my new, 
6-y-o Irish Sport Horse mare who, although green, is an old soul. On her first day in the Valley we were hacking on 
the buckle and she is already taking up the Trail Queen crown of her predecessor. She has taken Femme’ s place in 
my stall and in my heart. We look forward to seeing you out on the trails!

Di Huns and Licorice 

Di Huns and Femme



46 North Hill Rd.
Ringoes, NJ 08551

FOR SALE:  
Centaur English all-
purpose saddle pad w/
felt liner. Blue with slate/
light blue piping. Girth and 
billet straps. Measures 
26.5” wide at its widest 
point, by 21” long from 

pommel to bottom and 19.5” long from center 
to bottom. Cotton shell and lining, filled with felt. 
Nice quality. Used just a few rides and then hand 
washed and air dried;would probably have come 
out a bit cleaner if machine washed, but I wanted 
it to retain its shape. $25 

Weaver Miracle Cribbing  
Collar. Size large, lightly used. 
$35 Contact Nancy at njlake@
comcast.net or 908-500-2939

RINGOES HORSE BARN TO RENT OR SHARE
6 stall center aisle Barn on a private farm w/
direct. Amwell Valley trail access. Large box stalls 
open to 18+ acres of fenced pasture. Tack room, 
storage area, inside water, electricity. We main-
tain fencing/pastures; you manage horse/barn 
care. Very Quiet and Peaceful Setting. Must See! 
Call Robin at 908-284-4944 

ONE BEDROOM CARRIAGE HOUSE APT.  
AVAILABLE STEPS AWAY FROM BARN. 
Available April 1st. Call Robin at 908-284-4944

BARN HELP NEEDED: Barn help at small facility 
in Ringoes. Weekday mornings and occasional 
weekends. Call: Susan 609-947-6726
 
STALLS AVAILABLE: Stall (possibly two) avail-
able at small facility in Ringoes. Call: Susan 
609-947-6726 

Horse for Sale: Rio is a 
beautiful 10 yr old Tennes-
see Walker who has been 
living in the life of luxury 
without having to work in a 
year. She comes from a fam-
ily with two World Champi-
ons on her Dam’s side. She is extremely smooth 
and trys her best to please.She has excellent 
ground manners and is everything of a love bug. 
She is also registered. Due to her owner having 
medical difficulties, (over the past year) they can 
no longer ride. They are heartbroken as she has a 
great personality and is a great ride. She is very 
pretty, well put together (conformation) and could 
even be in show. She is being offered at $6,000. 
Please contact Elizabeth if interested.  
908-809-9700 or eqmsg@yahoo.com 

Horse for Half Lease: Bella is a 17 hand, 
eight year old Clydesdale/Thoroughbred Cross 
Mare with elegant movement, Elementary Dres-
sage Training, some jumping and Trail Riding. 
English and Western tack available. She is 
boarded at Toy Box Farm with its huge indoor 
arena, jumping and dressage ring adjacent to 

AVTA trails. Come for her Sat-
urday Morning Lesson with 
her trainer and see if she is a 
good, fit  for you. $400/mth. 
Call Katie at 908-303-3105  
willowwalk@gmail.com 

Saddles for Sale: 
Custom 18 inch western 
saddle roping or trail.  E-mail 
Linda ladams138@embarq-
mail.com $400.00
18 inch Crosby Olympia 
Works All Purpose Saddle.  
Saddle, billets and straps are 
solid. Comes with leathers 
and Irons.  More pics avail-
able.  In very good condi-
tion.  $300.00 E-mail Linda 
ladams138@embarqmail.com

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP: Green Hollow Farm 
and Riding Club is a new horse farm located on 
the old Serendipity Farm site! We offer horse 
boarding and lessons on a beautiful 23 acres. 
Our two barns boast a total of 24 stalls and we 
have large grass fields for turnout. With an indoor 
arena, outdoor ring, and access to the trails, 
there is something here for every rider to enjoy. 
For more information please contact Annie at 
greenhollowfarmnj@gmail.com

Classifieds TO SEE MORE CLASSIFIEDS GO TO WWW.AVTA.NET


